Finance of Local Government
importance of the various types of authority are also clear. The
poor law guardians and the overseers of the poor, responsible for
14 per cent, of all expenditure before the War, have disappeared, and
most of their functions have gone to increase the financial importance
of the county borough and county councils. The county councils
have also gained in importance from the expansion of the more
specialized health services, and by the transfer from the rural district
councils of the duty of maintaining secondary roads. This duty
accounted before the War for nearly three-quarters of the expenditure
of the latter authorities; but some of them have found compensation
for the loss of this activity in the expansion of their functions as
housing authorities and as providers of water, sewers, and lighting
to their new suburban constituents. Expenditure in connexion with
housing—most of it loan charges—indeed amounted to well over half
of the total expenditure by the Bullingdon Rural District Council in
193 5-6; and the proportion for the other rural districts was not much
smaller. No exact figures are available for expenditure by parish
councils in 1915-14, but, then as now, it was relatively negligible.1
TABLE 47
Average expetiditure per head of population in Survey Area,
212

District 

By county
borough or
county council 
By municipal
forough or rural
district council 
Total
expenditure 
Oxford C.B.      .
Abingdon M JB.
Woodstock M.B.
Abingdon R.D.
Bullingdon R.D.
Chipping Norton R.D
Ploughley R.D.
Witney R.D.     . 

£ *. **
*9 *5    8
5    3    *
5  H   o
5    3    6
5  *4    o
5  14   o
5  14   o
5  14   o 
£. s:. d:.
4    i    3
2    7    8
I      2     4
I    8 10
i    5    8
19    8
I      O   IO 
£  *.  d.
*9 15    8
949
8    i    8
6    5 10
7    2 10
6 19    8
6 13    8
6 14 10 
* Including electricity; excluding this, £8 zs. $d.
The levels of expenditure per head of population are set out in
Table 47. They varied in 193 5-6 very considerably between city and
county areas, and also between the different county districts; but
the differences in cost were less than might have been expected in
view of the different amount and character of the services rendered
in town and country. The Oxford City figure of about £9 idr. per
head was the highest; but if, in order to make it comparable with
1 Rural parishes in the whole of Berkshire and Oxfordshire spent £7,108 in 1913-14,
of which £1,264 vas on allotments and £1,581 on lighting.

